
Song Leader Boot Camp Application  
MJDS 2019/2020 

 
We are so excited to announce that MJDS has chosen to continue to be participants 
in Song Leader Boot Camp’s (SLBC) Day School Chavurah program.  This is a 
life-changing opportunity that we are excited to provide for our 6th-8th grade 
students. 
https://www.songleaderbootcamp.com/ 
https://www.songleaderbootcamp.com/chavurot/#dayschool 
 
SLBC is one of the leading Jewish Music Conferences in the US, created and led by 
Rick Recht, world renowned singer/songwriter. SLBC is an opportunity for our 
students to get exclusive training from cutting edge Jewish leaders and performers, 
and to enhance their student leadership within MJDS, our community, camping 
programs and beyond. 
 
We expect the students who attend the conference to return home and to act as our 
Cohort 2 of Ruach Ambassadors at MJDS, which will include helping to plan and 
implement new ideas in Tefillah, Shabbat Sing and other school and family 
programs throughout their time at MJDS. 
 
We will  be attending the pre-conference Ramah Style Shabbaton, followed by the 
National Song Leader Boot Camp Conference. This experience will take place in St. 
Louis on Friday, Feb. 14 - Tuesday, Feb. 18 2020.  Please look at the website for more 
info about the shabbaton and main conference. 
 
We will leave the morning of February 14 and return the evening of February 18. 
Transportation information will be shared with students and families once we 
determine who is going. If you have questions about this before turning in the 
application, please contact Mara Kleiman at mkleiman@mjds.org.   
*All work missed on the 14th and 18th must be made up by the students.   
 
Throughout the conference, the students will be staying with St. Louis host families 
(similar to the Maccabi Games’ model). Breakfast will be provided by the host 
families, and all other meals will be at the main conference, which takes place at the 
local JCC. Host families will also be in charge of transportation to and from the main 
conference. Every single student will be housed with at least 1 other MJDS student. 
 

https://www.songleaderbootcamp.com/
https://www.songleaderbootcamp.com/chavurot/#dayschool
mailto:mkleiman@mjds.org


The Shabbaton is an immersive Shabbat experience, filled with prayer, music, 
learning and of course, Shabbat meals. It will all take place at the hotel where many 
of the conference participants and staff will be staying. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for the students to meet leaders in the world of Jewish music on a 
smaller scale, as there are about 80 participants. This Shabbaton will be led by Josh 
Warshawsky and Eliana Light. *If any  family prefers their child to be at the hotel for 
Shabbat and not drive to and from the Shabbaton portion of the conference, we can 
arrange for a hotel room at an extra cost.  
 
During the main conference of 300+ participants, there will be specific programming 
and sessions geared towards middle and high school students, as well as general 
workshops in which our students can join, all with Jewish music at its forefront. Our 
students will be given tools to learn how to be leaders in the realm of Jewish music 
and Tefillah, and will be given many opportunities at the conference to put these 
new skills to practice.  
 
The conference includes a variety of programming, including a morning Tefillah, 
different sessions and workshops throughout the day led by National leaders in the 
world of Jewish Education, and a nightly concert. All of the meals provided are 
kosher.  
 
We expect all of our students to be full participants when attending the conference. 
We will have at least three MJDS staff members attending the conference as well, 
and there will be one staff member responsible for the students at all times they are 
at the main conference- host families will be responsible when they are driving 
students to and from the conference, or while the students are at their homes. 
 
Funding for this conference is not yet finalized. We are working hard to find 
subsidies to make sure any/all students who want to attend and are accepted into 
the application process can attend. However, based on our fundraising efforts, 
students might also need to do some personal fundraising. We will help assist in this 
process. Reaching out to family synagogues and the local federation will be a great 
start to this endeavor. We will not expect any commitments of participation until we 
know the final cost per student.  
 
 
 
 



All students attending the conference will agree to take on a new role as a Ruach 
Ambassador for MJDS. 
 
Ruach Ambassador: Being a ruach ambassador for the school looks like the 
following:  

● Consistently taking a leadership role in Tefillah, Shabbat Sing and all school 
celebrations, including Shabbat dinners and any MJDS related programming.  

● Striving to always exemplify our core values by exhibiting respectful and kind 
behavior, being the best leader you can be.  

Commitments: 
● Once you have been accepted and confirmed your participation (after we 

know the cost/student), participation is mandatory. This excludes family 
emergencies. If for any reason, you are unable to attend after you have been 
accepted, you and your family will be responsible for any financial 
commitments that have already been made.  

● MJDS has the right to deny this opportunity to any students who are not 
exemplifying the expected  behaviors of a Ruach Ambassador before and 
during the conference.  

 
Students who attend the conference must choose one project to complete over the 
course of the following school year. *For all projects, the student is responsible for 
arranging any missed classes and work makeup.  
 
Project Choices:  
 
Shabbat Sing - once per quarter; Gev. Cohen point person: Plan with Gev. Cohen 
within our framework, be a leader during Shabbat Sing.  
 
Tefillah Leader: Point person Gev. Kleiman; plan with Gev. Kleiman twice per quarter; 
implement.  
 
Glee: Work with Gev. Kleiman to own a Glee quarter; picking music, arranging 
concerts (JCC Gan Ami, Jewish Old Homes).  
 
All school celebrations: Work with Rabbi Schaller to own, plan and implement one 
all-school celebration. (Chanukah, Yom HA’atzmaut)  
 
Shabbat Dinner: Work with Gev. Deskalo and the FTO to own, plan and implement a 
Shabbat Sing along and Dinner.  



  
Propose your own idea: What aspect of Jewish Life would you like to take over and 
how?  
 
 
 
 

Student Application 
Due Date: Monday, September 16th, 2019 
 
Name of student (printed) _________________________________ 
 
 
Guardian's signature noting that your child is allowed to take part in this conference if chosen 
and you are aware of all of the commitments listed above:  
 
Signature 
_________________________________ 
Date 
___________________ 
 
Student signature noting that you are aware of all of the commitments you are making by 
attending this conference, including becoming a Ruach Ambassador for MJDS and owning one 
Project as mentioned above.  
 
Signature 
_________________________________Date 
_____________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please answer the following questions in essay form, with no more than 200 words per 
question. Proofread and edit for grammatical and spelling errors. Attach with the application 
when you turn it in.  
 

1) Please describe what you think an exemplary Ruach Ambassador looks like. How do 
you see yourself fulfilling this role?  
 



2) Which of the commitment projects sounds interesting to you and why? If you are not 
interested in any of these, tell us about another project idea you may have. Tell us more 
about what you can do with this idea 
 

3) Why is Jewish Music important to you? How do you see yourself becoming a leader in 
Jewish Music and Tefillah?  


