
UsiƍƠ DƄsƢƆƧ ThiƍƤƈnƆ ƭƨ InƒƩirƄ 
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STORY ARCHITECTS



MeƄt Ɠơƞ AutƇƎƫs



Froƌ ƀƫcƇƢƭecƓ, deƒƈƠnƞƑ & enƆƈƧƞer…to ƀƮƓơor!



MeƄt Ɠơƞ AudƈƞƍƜe

We want to know… What are some of the biggest challenges YOU 

face when teaching writing in the classroom?



We hope this session will:

• Inspire educators to explore 
innovative storytelling strategies 

• Empower students to find & 
express their voices

• Build empathy and connections 

Goƀlƒ



“Design thinking is a human-centered approach to 

innovation that draws from the designer's toolkit to 

integrate the needs of people, the possibilities of 

technology, and the requirements for business success.” 

— Tim Brown, CEO of IDEO

WhaƓ ƈƬ DƞsiƆƧ ThƈƍƤƢnƆ? 



exƏƄƫƢmeƍƭƀtƢoƍdiƒƜƎvƞƑƲ
inƓƄƫpƑƞƭatƈƨƍ idƄƚƓiƎƧ evƎƋƮƭiƎn

5 SteƏ ·ƫƎcƞƒƬ

Okay, but what does that look like? What does it mean? 



A

PROCESS IS AN ADVENTURE
The Əƀƭh ƅƫƨm Poƈƍƭ A to PƎƢƍƭ © isƍ’t a ƒƭrƀƢƆơt ƋiƧƄ

B



At iƓƬ cƎƑƞ…



How ƃƎƞƬ tƇiƬ ƀpƏƥy Ɠo ưrƈƓƢƧg & teƀƂơƢnƆ?



ParƀƋƥƞlƒ ƛetƖƄƞƧ deƒƈƠn & wƑiƭƈnƆ



DesƈƆƧƞrƒ Ɵinƃ ƈƧsƏƢƫatƈƨƍ iƧ ƔnƋƢƤelƘ ƩlƀƂƞƬ



TheƘ ƥƎƨk aƓ ƜhƀƋƥƞnƆeƬ fƑƎƦ mƚƍƲ anƆƥƄs…



Anƃ eƱpƋƎƫƞ hoƖ ƜƎmƏƥƞx ƒƲsƓeƦs & idƄƚƒ ƜonƍƄƜt



TheƘ ƭhƈƍƤ vƢƒuƀƥlƘ





Anƃ ƯiƄw ƌƢƬtaƊƄƬ/coƍƬtƑƀƢƧtƒ aƬ ƎpƏƨƫtuƍƈƭƢes 



BlaƍƤ pƀƆƞ ƜhaƋƥƄnƆƞ

Let’s ƃoƎƝlƞ!



The 5 steps form a    flexible framework 
for creative problem solving.



DISCOVERY IDEATION

EVOLUTION

EXPERIMENTATION

We ƀrƞ aƋƥ DEº°ÈNÆ¹Ô (& we ƀƑƞ aƥl W¹IÕ¬Rº)

INTERPRETATION



In Ƃƥasƒ ƀƜtƢƕiƭy: EmƏaƭhƘ MƀƩ

THINK & FEEL?

HEAR?SEE?

SAY & DO?

PAIN GAIN

Develop deep understanding through immersion & observation



Clearly articulate the challenge(s) you want to solve

AcƓiƯƈtƢeƒ: ChaƑƀƜtƞƑ ƜhaƑƭs/diƀƑƢeƬ & If, tƇeƧ dƈƚƆƫamƒ



ARE HIGHLY ENCOURAGED!



Imagine a wide range of solutions



AcƓiƯƈtƢeƒ: MoƎd Ɓƨaƫdƒ & BubƁƥƄ wƞƁƬ



Generate a first draft 

AcƓiƯƈtƘ: Worƃ ƬpƑiƧtƒ



● Remember those doodles we made earlier? We’re going to 

set a timer for 5 minutes and write something inspired by 

that doodle. 

● Even if it feels like “word vomit” - keep going! 
● Ready? Set. Go!

Let’s ƖƫitƄ!



Give and receive constructive feedback to advance the work

AcƓiƯƈtƘ: PoƈnƓ-of-viƄƖ SưƢtƂơerƎƨ



RetƔƑƧ tƨ SƓeƩ 1 & reƏƄƚƭ agƀƢƍ (anƃ ƀƠƚin…)





WhaƓ’s Ɠơe rƄƒƮƥt?

They grow more 
empathetic

They become 
systems thinkers

They become 
hackers and 
rebels

They become explorers

They become wildly and 
unabashedly different

They are ready for the 
creative economy

They learn to take 
creative risks

They make connections 
between ideas

They learn to think 
divergently

They become 
problem solvers



ConƍƄƜt ƖƢƭh uƒ:

Rebecca Caprara 
@RebeccaCaprara 

Melanie Conklin 
@MLConklin 

Shelley Johannes 
@shelleyjohannes 

Varian Johnson 
@varianjohnson 

HelƏ ƲƎƮrƒeƥf ƓƎ 
boƎƊƦƚrƊƬ & haƍƝƎƮtƒ 

ThaƍƤ 
YoƔ!

15 miƍƔƭƞ Q & A

https://t.co/9W9POVZr0l
https://t.co/yTZxBxNbwm
https://t.co/bxuGViL6mw
https://t.co/mjar1PdcIG

